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Thank you to everyone who has continued to support the group and for all the posi- Tuesday 6:15-7:45
tive feedback 1 06ve received since taki ng|Scouts:

Leader. In particular | would like to thank Colin Archer, Paul Higgins & all the lead-

ers without who the group would not be hyd
& Kev to the group, who have all taken on leader roles; get to know them better on

page 2.

You will have seen many changes over the past couple of months as the group hasre -
organized itself. Over the coming year we would like to hold more social events so

that we can all get to know one another better; we also need to raise some funds, in

Monday 7:30-9:30

Please ensure children
are supervised until the
above sessions starts fi
leaders are not respon-
sible until this time.

particular to buy some new camping equipment so that the Scouts and Cubs can en-

joy a few more camps and | earn some Vvita
been on our last few camps will agree that the equipment is sparse and well used!!!!

Future Events

Over the coming pages we hope to be able to give you all the information you will
need about forthcoming events and give you feedback on how recent events have
gone; for both our group and the district. All the leaders will also be using emails
and the website to keep you up -to-date between newsletters ; so please keep log-
ging on!! For those of you who do not have access to our website or email please let
me know.
At the start of this term you should have all received a personal information form;
could you please complete and return these as soon as possible. Little information
was handed over at the start of the term and as a group we are concerned that we
have out of date details for both emergencies and keeping you up  -to-date on group
news.
| 8d also |Iike to take this opportunity t
sociation has a policy which requires us to check all parents that are involved with
the group including parent helpers. As a result | have been handing CRB forms out
to as many of you as possible; it have
collect a form. Unfortunately everybody needs to complete a form even if you have
already been checked via your employment or other group. Once you have com-
pleted your form please return it to me together with your forms of identity.
Once again thank you for your support and | look forward to seeing you all over the
remainder of this term.

Sarah Harris i AGSL (07717 032498)
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New members of 12th Didcot Sea Scouts

Corinna Baillie
Beaver Leader

Occupation: | am an ICT
Technician for a Primary
School and also a qualified ASA
Swimming Teacher and Rookie
Lifeguard Trainer Assessor.
Hobbies: Sailing, Powerboat-
ing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Surfing
(whenever | get the chance).
Experiences : | am a qualified
Royal Yachting Association Din-
ghy Instructor and hoping to
work towards gaining Senior
Instructor. 1 am also working
towards becoming an ASA
Swimming Teacher Tutor. |
havenodt been
before, however as a teenager
| enjoyed being part of a Duke
of Edinburgh group with the
local canoeing centre, prepar-
ing for a 10 day expedition in
the wilds of Canada.

My view on Scouting : Scout-
ing is a great way to give kids a
go at something that they
woul dndt get a
otherwise. | am hoping to con-
tribute with my knowledge of
outdoor and indoor water
sports and to help bring the
12" Didcot Sea Scouts closer
to the water in a safe and fun
way!

Bag Packing

Kev wall - Kaa
Cub Leader

Occupation: | spend most of my
time at Youlbury Scout Activity
Centre (YSAC). Otherwise | am a
domestic cleaner

Hobbies: Scouting would be my
biggest hobby with over 48 differ-
ent scouting neckerchiefs from
around the world in storage and |
hope to get a few more soon.
Experiences : | have many differ-
ent experiences ranging from when
| was a scout right up to the pre-
sent day. | joined scouting when |
was 10 years old and progressed
through to becoming an explorer

p a rstout. o Whers Icwasl 18i | napk a

break from scouting to train with
the armed forces, unfortunately
due to a medical issue, | was dis-
charged but gained benefits from
the experience. | currently hold
the marksmanship award for the
rifle range at Youlbury, and train-
ing to become an instructor at
Youlbury in ALL activities.

Myhview ©r Scauting d lgust en-
joy the outdoors in general, and
scouting is the greatest way to see
it at its best. But sometimes the
weather can turn, so its best to
have what you need and | feel |
can help the cubs ensure they have
always got what they need; so cubs
BE PREPARED

Gang Show 2010

Andy Norton
Scout Leader

Occupation: PhD student at Oxford
University. Currently studying and
improving the mechanical properties
of ceramics for military purposes.

Hobbies: Football, karate, reading,

music, cooking and, of course, Scout

related activities.
Experiences :

started at
not had much experience outside of
student | ife! I

to New York State for a week camp-
i ng. I dm al so a
Moved to Didcot only a few months
ago and so | am pretty inexperienced
with regards to Oxfordshire life
(and with life in a Sea Scout group).

My View on Scouting : Having been
a beaver, cub and scout, | realise how

important Scouting can be to chil-

dren. Aside from gaining new skills

and interests, it gives them the cour-
age to tackle new problems (after

spending a week in a bivouac, no chal-
lenge seems daunting!) and also helps
| eader shi
always a pleasure seeing scouts take

them develop

on a leadership role and flourish.

Scouts, for me, is as much about

helping them learn new skills as it is
about passing on their skills to people

younger and more inexperienced than

themselves.

Cub Christmas Camp

Having graduated
from Cambridge this summer, and
Oxford

compl et
Scout Award in 2007 and have been

bl ack

A Christmas Camp for the Cubs will be
held between 11th-13th December at
Youlbury. Cubs will get the chance to
take part in several Christmas activities,
full Christmas dinner, a visit from Santa
and take part in Shooting! Further de-
tails can be found on the information
table or speak to Bagheera or Sarah.

Sai nsbur y 0OTgegold dstdefided that
we will not be attending the
October

gang show next year. The
Congratulations to George, Heidi, decision was made due to the
Robert, Luke, Ryan, James, Owain, |0sses made on this event
Rhys, Charlie, Gran & Granddad OVer the past few years.
Higgins, Sarah Higgins & leaders
who helped to raise £278.50 bag
packing at Sainsburyds!!

Group Night will be held on the 15th December from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. A disco will be held in the main
hall and raffle tickets will be on sale; prizes include speakers, scales & family entry to the Wave.




Beavers
Beavers have been progressing
with their Safety badge

this term, including Home, Water
and Road Safety and the effect
of Autumn making the nights
darker. On 1st December we will
complete this badge with a visit
to the Fire Station (please note
that this is a change of date from
the date on the original term
plan). We also held a 'show and
tell' evening as part of our Hob-
bies badge. From half -term to
Christmas we will be completing
our Imagination Badge including
Junk Modelling of Firework mod-
els, and imagining what life will be
like in the future. We would like
to acknowledge the support given
by Barry Wildsmith on behalf of
the District during the first few
weeks back in September. Thank
you also to the parent helpers
who have assisted so far this
term.

Cubs
Firstly we 0 d I
James & Josh who joined this

Business & Community

Awards

Scouts in Didcot recently
walked away from the
B&CA Awards held on the
16th October with the 1st

prize in Positive Promotion
and runners up prize in
Ethical Stance. Some of
our Scouts attended the
event and Rhys Harris col-
lected the awards on be-
half of the Scouts in Did-

cot.

Section News

term.

The cubs have been working towards
their global challenge badge which is
half complete; this also means that
Keiran & Elliot are on target for com-
pleting their Chief Scouts Silver
Awards by Christmas.

So far this term we have made post-
ers about Italy, Jamaica, Nigeria,
India & Australia to discover their
different cultures & scouting poli-
cies; looked at water & sanitation in
other countries via a relay race
where they had to carry as much wa-
ter as possible across the field in
buckets on their heads; leant marble
games & made friendship bracelets.
Between now & Christmas Oxfam will
be joining us, the Cubs will be making
their own Guy Fawkes & we have a
cooking night planned.

In the future there will be set nights
for the Cubs to come in and discuss
their badges with one of the leaders;
between now & Christmas the dates
will be 10th November & 1st Decem-
ber. Badges gained will be awarded
at the etndoof thev\sleeelvegiggrsn. e

i ke

District News & Events

Scouts

The Scout section has continued
to grow over the last couple of
months with 3 new members join-
ing the group and several more
enquiring.

All the Scouts have been working
towards their mechanics badge;
having learnt how an engine works
& starts and the basic safety
checks to make. Whilst it would
be helpful if some of this badge
could be completed at home Skip
has agreed to help those who are
unable to do this.

We have also made chairs on a pio-
neering evening & look forward to
dissecting rabbits on the 9th No-
vember.

On the 22nd November the
Scouts will be helping provide teas
& coffees at Dorchester Abbey
Remembrance Service, which is
held for families who have lost
children. For those who have been
selected to attend f could you
please return your permission slips
as soon as possible.




District News & Events Continued...

Remembrance Day Parade

The group will be meeting at 2pm on the 8th November at Edinburgh Drive. The parade will start at 2:30
with the Remembrance Service taking place at 3pm at the Civic Centre, after which we will parade back to
Edinburgh Drive (around 4pm). Beavers can attend at their parents discretion; all sections are expected to
stand throughout the service. Full uniform is required although extra layers may be required underneath! If
the day is wet coats may be worn as long as our group necker is on show.

Di strict Ball oon Race 6009

The district balloon race on 17th October went well with all the balloons released; the organisers are receiv-
ing the balloon labels back and the winner will be announced shortly. Below are a few pictures from the day.

Tail-slappers

Unfortunately the event was postponed as a result of the Wave double booking the date. The district is re
arranging the event at the moment; the first available date appears to be February 2010 but this is yet to be
confirmed. As soon as we receive more information it will be posted on our website and an email will be sent
to those who booked places. If you have any queries please contact Sarah Harris
agsl@12thdidcotscouts.org.uk

District Beaver Sing along Santa

Sing along Santa is being held at Youlbury on the 5th December for the Beavers. More details about this
event will follow.

District Beaver Christmas Party

The district is holding a Christmas party for the Beavers on the 12th January which will be held at All Saints
School. More details about the event will follow.

For more information about district events visit www.scoutsindidcot.org.uk




