
Firstly, there are a few changes to the leaders this term, Kev has left the group and 

Scott is returning to Cubs as Shere Khan.  I have also completed our annual censor dis-

closing the numbers in our group & I’m pleased to say that our numbers have remained 

stable at approx. 80.   

The main thing that I would like to mention is the possible change of name to our 

group—which I will appreciate any feedback on.  As many of you are aware it has been 

suggested that we lose the ‘Sea’ from our name so that we become 12th Didcot Scouts.  

The main reason for this is that several young people & leaders have turned down posi-

tions within our group because of our Sea Scout status.  A common question that the 

group is asked is why we are Sea Scouts when we are located so far from water - the 

answer being that we formed in 1996 as a ‘spider’ group of the 23rd Didcot Sea Scouts 
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Camp time 

Group Times 

Beavers: 

Tuesday 6:15-7:30 

Cubs: 

Tuesday 6:15-7:45 

Scouts: 

Monday 7:30-9:30 

Please ensure children 

are supervised until the 

above sessions starts—

leaders are not respon-

sible until this time. 
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for cool scouting 
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Family Night (including AGM) 

The 17th May is our family night.  This year we are 

holding a BBQ on the field with games including 

rounder’s and tug of war.  At the start of the eve-

ning the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts will be taking 

the opportunity to  tell you about their favourite 

activities over the last year; they are all working 

hard on their presentations at the moment. 

The evening will also provide you with the opportu-

nity to talk to leaders and find out about some of 

the activities that will be on offer later this year. 

Invites will be coming home shortly with your child 

with further details. 

www.12thdidcotscouts.org.uk 

& therefore we registered with the same status.  But in truth there is no real need for us to keep the status; we 

will continue to offer the same activities to the group whether we are Sea Scouts or Scouts and we can never 

achieve the Royal Navy accreditation for Sea Scouts due to our location and lack of regular access to water ac-

tivities.  However the change does mean a change of shirt colour for the Scouts (Beavers & Cubs are unaffected 

by our status); we realize that this will affect Scout parents and therefore if the change goes ahead we will 

phase this in slowly so that as shirts are replaced the new uniform will come in; group t-shirts will also be slowly 

changed over once the current stock is used up.  So if you have any concerns about the group changing status to 

12th Didcot Scouts please let me know. 

Could you also keep me informed of changes to your details 

for example changes of address or email address. 

 

The group has received the donation for the Jewelry we col-

lected in January—we raised £50.14; thank you again to 

those that donated. 

 

Finally could I remind all sections that we are unable to ac-

cess the kitchen to provide drinks at section meetings; 

therefore could all members please bring water bottles with 

you, especially on games nights where we are continually 

asked for drinks. 

     Sarah Harris—AGSL (07717 032498)



Cub Police Station Visit 

On the 23rd March the Cubs visited Abingdon Police Station.  At the station 

the Cubs were shown around custody, where they spotted Mickey Mouse in 

the finger print room (although we were guaranteed that he was their mascot 

and not in any trouble!).  Also in custody the Cubs were shown the cells, inter-

view rooms and the machine for breathalysing. 

After custody the Cubs were taken up to 

the CCTV control room, where they showed 

us their views of Didcot and told us how 

they use the cameras, how long they keep 

the footage and where it is all stored. 

Next followed a visit to the control room 

where they co-ordinate all the officers and provide links between 

CCTV and those on the street. 

The visit finished with a trip to the riot 

van, where the Cubs were locked in the cage at the back of the van in groups 

of 3 or 4 and created a lot of noise pretending to be scared by banging on the 

side of the van & shouting to be let out.  The sergeant showing us around then 

showed them the riot shields which they were allowed to use & let them turn 

the sirens on the van on.   

The Cubs enjoyed the evening and we’d like to thank all those at Abingdon Po-

lice Station for making the visit memorable.  The Scouts are hoping to have a 

visit of their own over the coming  term. 

Scouts Training with the Fire & Rescue Team 

On the 27th March the Scouts visited Abingdon Lock in or-

der to train with the Specialist Rescue Team (SRT).  The 

SRT attend local collisions , perform animal rescues and go 

to emergencies on water.  As part of their own training the  

team organised a series of activities on the water for the 

Scouts. 

Firstly the Scouts learned about eddy currents and saw how 

dangerous they can be; they went on to learn about the  wa-

ter flow in locks and weirs.  Following this they use the wa-

ter hose full of air from the fire engine to recue a fireman, which proved more difficult than ex-

pected. 

Next they learned how to use ropes to rescue a fireman and 

once they  became good at that they  had to pull two fireman 

from the river.   

To finish the day the Scouts had a chance to ride in the STRs 

power-boat around the weir and  river; from which they 

‘saved’ another fireman in trouble in the water. 

More details of the day, photos and video clips can be found 

in the Scouts section of our website. 



camping skills in preparation for 

Summer Camp in July.  

Scouts 
Over the last term the Scouts have 

been working hard towards their 

Creative Challenge Badge.  As part 

of this they participated in a con-

struction evening where they had 

to build the tallest tower & longest 

bridge possible from paper, per-

form two 5 minute sketches & solve 

several challenges. Across the term 

the Scouts also had an emergency 

aid night, exercise night took part 

in orienteering & worked towards 

their chef badge—with some tasty 

results! 

For this coming term, the Scouts 

will be undertaking their Photogra-

phy badge, which will involve learn-

ing about camcorders and making 

some short films. They will also be 

working towards their Communica-

tor badge, and starting on their 

Community Challenge badge. We will 

hopefully be spending some time on 

the water (details of which will be 

confirmed and given out in due 

course).  It should be another var-

ied and interesting term!  

plete the Beavers Adventure badge.  

Cubs 
Welcome back Shere Khan; who’s 

bringing along Joshua, James, Chal-

ice, Alice & Daniel from Beavers to 

join us. 

Last term we saw Joshua Hastings & 

Sam Fisher achieving their Chief 

Scouts Silver Award after gaining 

their sixth challenge badge 

(community); which they completed 

after their visit to Abingdon Police 

Station.   

The Cubs also worked towards their 

creative challenge badge across the 

term which involved them preparing 

sketches about evacuees, resolving 

some team challenges and pioneering 

problems & making Mother’s Day 

gifts.  The Cubs also learnt some 

cooking skills making pancakes and 

foil parcels. 

Over the coming term we will be 

working towards their Fitness Chal-

lenge & Athletes badges; to gain 

these they will be looking at healthy 

eating, undertaking some sporting 

challenges & (hopefully) attempting 

Archery at Youlbury.  Towards the 

end of term will be working on some 

Beavers 
Last term the Beavers en-

joyed completing their Emergency 

First Aid badge, and their Global 

& Fitness Challenge badges. They 

learned about world movement of 

goods including fair trade choco-

late and bananas, and the world-

wide range of countries where 

Scouting happens. We played 'top 

trumps' with food packets when 

talking about healthy and un-

healthy food, and were introduced 

to Netball as a team game. 

Completing these two challenge 

badges was important for several 

of our Beavers who have now com-

pleted all six of these, and so will 

be awarded the Chief Scouts 

Bronze award.   

The Summer term will see us out-

side (hopefully) for more activi-

ties, including camp skills, cy-

cling, and expeditions to the Lady-

grove Mounds and Millenium 

Woods. We will also host the Dis-

trict Silly Sports evening event 

and will have the chance to attend 

the District Beaver Sleepover. 

Putting this all together will com-

Section News 

District News & Events 
District St Georges Day—25th April  

St Georges Day activities will be taking place at Didcot Leisure Centre this year with a parade from there to 

the Orchard Centre.  The day starts at 1pm and should finish around 4pm. 

At Didcot Leisure Centre all sections are able to participate in a number of games and activities including a 

bouncy castle, parachute games and sing-a-long for the Beavers & trampolining, squash, table tennis, unihoc & 

push ball for the Cubs and Scouts (some activities may vary). 

After 2 hours of fun and games the parade will take place to finish the day at the Orchard Centre.   

If you would like to take part in the day please return a booking form (available on our website) together with 

£2.50 to your leader. 

District Evac Camp 

District camp will be held on the weekend of the 29th-31st May.  All the ‘evacuees’ will start the camp with a 

steam train ride to the evacuation camp.  Over the course of the weekend Cubs, Scouts and Explorers will be 

given the chance to take part in many activities including Archery, X-Blaster, climbing, puzzle zone, construc-

tion challenge, assault course, shelter building, team building games, hay caving, building & racing go-karts, junk 

modeling, making gas masks & outdoor cooking. 

 

The cost of the camp is £50; if you would like to book a place please contact Sarah ASAP.  Health forms will be 

distributed shortly and need to be returned by the 4th May 2010. 



Some dates have changed due to unforeseen circumstances;  
April 
25th  St George’s Day Parade  Didcot Leisure Centre 
There will be fun and games at Didcot Leisure Centre before the parade. 

May 
7th  Executive committee meeting Pact Family Centre 
17th  Family Night (including Group AGM) All Saints School 
An evening of fun for all parents and a chance to hear what our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts have en-
joyed about the past year and see some of the fruits of their hard work. 

28-31st District Evac Camp   Wallingford 
A chance to mix with the rest of the district on a world war themed evacuation camp.   

June 
18-20th  Aqua Camp    Linch Hill Leisure Park 
A chance for Scouts to take part in water activities including kayaking & Canoeing. 

22nd  District Beaver Silly Sports All Saints School 
24th   District AGM   TBC 
An evening to look at what the district has achieved over the past year and our group role within this. 

July 
9-10th District Beaver Sleepover TBC 
17-18th  Beaver Summer Camp  Cancelled due to District Event 
25-28th Cub Summer Camp   Dry Sandford Scout Hut 
The Cubs chance to learn a few survival skills including how to build shelters in the woods, fire build-
ing, outdoor cooking and fishing in the nearby stream. 

September 
17-19th Group Family Camp   Youlbury Scout Activity Centre 
The family’s turn to camp together, partake in team building games and share the camping experience. 

October 
1-3rd   Scout Skills Camp   Dry Sandford Scout Hut 
A chance for the Scouts to learn some valuable survival skills including tent pitching, fire lighting & 
cooking. 

November 
14th (tbc) Remembrance Day Parade  Orchard Centre 

December 
5th  Scout Remembrance Service Dorchester Abbey 
10-12th  Cub Christmas Camp  Youlbury Scout Activity Centre 
Christmas begins here for the Cubs—lots of festive fun with a Christmas party! 

2010 Group Calendar 

Camping Information 
As you can appreciate preparing for a camp can be a time consuming process. The administration, planning, form filing, 

preparation, etc can take weeks or months to complete. 

With the camping season coming up again we thought it would be helpful for you to know some of our common camp prob-

lems (and lets hope that between us we can prevent some of these this year!) 

¶ Health forms have to be completed for every camp; this is the only information we have on camp about the health of 

your child, what medication they are taking & how to contact you in an emergency so please complete the forms accu-

rately & completely and include all information however insignificant it may seem to you. 

¶ Kit lists of what your child needs for the camp are available and will vary according to the camp activities planned.   A 

person without a cup can be an inconvenience but someone without the correct protective/outdoor clothing can be dan-

gerous.  Please make sure all the items on the kit list are packed and if you  have a problem with items let a leader 

know. 

¶ It is a continual frustration for leaders when a child says ‘My Mum didn’t pack that for me’ or ‘I don’t know where my 

Mum packed it’ & often the response given would be ‘Why don’t you pack for yourself so you know where things are!’.  

Even more frustrating are the times when at the end of the camp Mum replys ‘I packed that in the side pocket!’.  If 

you could make sure your child knows what is packed & where things are it helps the camp run smoothly. 

¶ There are always items of clothing that no-body wants to claim & lost items that cannot be found at the end of every 

camp and the responsibility of personal equipment & clothing cannot be accepted by leaders and the Scout Association 

does not provide automatic insurance cover in respect of these items.  Please label all kit items clearly. 


